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Introduction

Everyone present was welcomed to the meeting.

Those Present

Julie Griffiths (Julian Trust), Steve Griffiths (Julian Trust), Ailsa McWilliam (Caring at Christmas), Paul Hazelden (Crisis Centre Ministries), Ian Mountford (Salvation Army Candle) 

Apologies Received

Val Moore (Christ Church, Clifton and CTiCC&R), Olly Alcock (Bristol City Council) and Dave Perry (Emmaus)

Previous Meeting

Fareshare

    Fareshare is going ahead. Paul talked to the Bristol Manager who will start her post in the next few weeks. They (Fareshare) are planning on providing to provide provisions for a Christmas meal except for the turkey. A statement of interest was sent out to various groups, the deadline was the 27th October. They are looking for premises at the moment possibly by temple meads.

Homelessness Survey
Paul has had some responses to the draft including a request to add ethnic origin, whether the person has used the homeless health service, add One25 to the agency list and other services such as Streetwise. These changes were made. 
The survey needs to be publicised. It was suggested that it is tied in with Homelessness Sunday which is 28th January and to use the same theme. It would also give the survey an umbrella and a pitch as it would follow on from the Sunday. Volunteers could be asked to get involved as it is a one off which might get them (hopefully) involved with agencies as a consequence. There is a need to produce some posters. There should be 2 posters one to encourage people to get involved and another to tell clients what is happening. The poster for clients needs to make it clear it is not trying to find out about them but giving them a chance to have their say and be counted. Helping us to help them. For clients it should be more than red tape as this forum wants to do something positive to help. There should be space for clients to write their views to the council, voluntary services and central government, if nothing else it should be a chance to complain.   


A meeting was set 7.30pm 23rd November at the Candle Community Centre for the design of the posters.
Smoking

The laws around smoking will change on the 1st July 2007. This will mean that most of the services (that aren’t already) will become no smoking. It was suggested that before that time partial bans may be introduced to get people used to the restraint. However it may be easier to ‘go with the law’ as all agencies will have to comply at this time. Scotland and Ireland have already faced this ban so it may be worth asking agencies such as Scottish Churches if they have any experience in the matter.
Information Share

Crisis Centre Ministries

They are interviewing tomorrow for a new admin worker.

Julian Trust

It has been busy at the Julian Trust. There have been no problems except for the heating. Improvements are planned next year for the disabled facilities. 

There is a problem with overnights in that if there were more volunteers they could sleep more if necessary. 

The CCTV is being upgraded and there are now lights in the courtyard. The courtyard (where the guests enter) has the big gates padlocked at night. This means that volunteers have to walk down to open the pedestrian gate each night.    

Candle Community Centre

The new shop has a manager, Margaret. The drop-in is closed next week due to sickness and will probably not open on Sunday. 

There have been three incidents involving violence recently which is unusual. 

The SMART team and H&ASH are moving in while Jamaica St is being refurbished. 

The church is changing track with its children’s work from January. There will be no evening service but a doubled barrelled morning service. 
   Caring at Christmas

The Christmas appeal has stared and is going well. All the survival handbooks have now gone. It is hoped to put a PDF of it on the website in the New Year. 

The Drugs the Law and Good Practice training is now being run by Homeless Link in March.  
Usual Documents

The usual documents were made available for people to look at and pick up. These are listed on the Homeless Forum Documents page of the BCAN web site: you can navigate from the BCAN home page (http://www.bcan.org.uk), or go directly to the page at http://www.bcan.org.uk/bhf/l2_homeless_docs.html; they are also available from the Crisis Centre Ministries office at 12 City Road. 

Websites

It was agreed to include details of some of the key web sites in the meeting motes.

· www.bcan.org.uk 

· www.bristolsoupruntrust.org.uk 

· www.caringinbristol.org 

· www.juliantrust.org.uk 

Future Meetings

Details of the next meetings are as follows. All meetings will start at 7:30 pm and aim to finish by 9:30.

7.30pm, 11th January at The Caring at Christmas Offices, Little Bishop St.
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