FareShare Brief 

Regional Assessment of Need 
Background
We are committed to provide the most effective and appropriate service to the communities where FareShare has identified it will operate though its broader needs analysis work.  Each region we are developing a new or larger service has had a profile prepared of the key poverty indicators e.g. unemployment, homelessness etc.

This brief covers the next stage of the programme, which is to identify the range of beneficiaries in each particular region.

To do this we carry out a programme of research and activity to help identify the local partners and recipients.  

The objectives are to:

· Carry out ‘desk’ research to review the range and level of services in the region, this will help: 
· Review the needs of community 

· Prioritise the target client groups 

· Identify key food types needed 
· Then to identify specific organisations and client groups – N.B. in line with those identified in the original needs analysis overview (appendix 1)
· Hold open event/s to inform interested parties about the range of FareShare services and gain expressions of interest for franchise operators, community members etc 
· Identify up to ten key organisations that would be interested in further discussion regarding operating the franchises, in particular the FareShare Central depot operation

· Complete a report with outline recommendations and contacts for developing next and final phase 

Methodology
A) Desk research to bring together all current findings and key contacts etc

B) Quantitative:

· Questionnaire carried out during one to one interviews with organisations fitting the profile  

· Analysis of interviews 

C) Qualitative including:

· As above – Questionnaire/interview 

· Analysis of one to one interviews

D) Events:

· Feedback from events 

· Expressions of interest returned forms 
Appendix 1    Regional Needs Analysis for Strategic Development
BRISTOL/AVON

Summary:

Although Bristol has the second strongest economy in England outside of London (when measured by GDP per head), there are 15 wards within the region that rank in the worst 10% of those on the national Index of Multiple Deprivation 2004 (IMD).

One of these wards, Lawrence Hill, is ranked within the top 20 of the most deprived wards nationally and the profile of the ward reveals that levels of unemployment and health deprivation and disability in particular are significantly above the national average.

The overall population of Bristol is some 381,000 (National Census 2001) and for the sub-region including North Somerset, South Gloucestershire and Bath the population totals 987,000.

Unemployment amongst those in the 16-74 age group stands at 3.1% which is below the national average, but in terms of accommodation tenure, some 21.1% of the population are renting from either the Council or from a Housing Association compared to the national average of 19.2%.

The general health of the region hovers around the national average figures for ‘good’ or ‘fairly good’ general health, but there is a higher proportion of individuals (9.24%) stating that their general health is ‘not good’ in Bristol than in the rest of the country and this is a figure upon which FareShare could have a positive impact through helping to improve the general diet and nutritional status of some of the most vulnerable people in the region.

From the data sets below, there is a clear need for FareShare to be offering a service in the Bristol region, in particular through targeting schools with the provision of fruit, cereal and other nutritious foods through breakfast clubs, day centres and hostels catering for the homeless population of the region.

· Homeless people: Within those 15 wards within the Bristol region that are ranked in the worst 10% for multiple deprivation, as mentioned above, the National Census 2001 recorded 849 people as having claimed homeless status and we anticipate that the majority of these would access the day centres and hostels that have expressed an interest in receiving a food service from FareShare.

· Children/families: Some 21.4% of the population of Bristol are in the 0-17 age group which is marginally below the national average of 22.7% but the proportion of households with no adults in employment with dependent children stands at 5.4% in Bristol which is above the national average of 4.9%.

· 15 wards in the Bristol region are in the worst 10% nationally for the index of Income Deprivation Affecting Children 2004 (see attached maps) and these 15 wards contain 93 Local Education Authority schools, which would all be potential recipients of FareShare food through initiatives such as the Fruit Run breakfast clubs.

· Asylum seekers: The number of migrants to the Bristol region totalled 62,235 in 2001, and this accounted for 16.4% of the population, against the national average of 12.2%, indicating a large migrant population in the area.   Whilst these may not be asylum seekers, migrants to the area also face their own particular dietary challenges in terms of accessing and preparing the foods to which they are accustomed.

· Older people: Those in the 65+ age group account for 14.9% of the population of Bristol some 1% below the national average but which still represents a sizable proportion of people who would benefit from receiving food and support from FareShare in order to encourage older people to enjoy an improved diet in the more sociable context of luncheon clubs or day centres.

