Global Issues Forum:

brief minutes from 16 January meeting, Upper Hall, Woodlands.

Present: Paul Hazelden, Maria Stuart (Highgrove), Helen Harrison (Thornbury Baptist), Andy Luxford (Wellspring), John Palmer (FotK), Dan Maurice, Steve Phelps, Andy Barfoot, Tigist Grieve and husband (Woodlands), Martin Parkes, Roger Allen,(BCF), Paul Ashford (Oasis Church), Richard King (Exeter)

Apologies: Chris Sunderland, Janet Mills, Helen Baker, Sharon Forward, Steve Smith, Pauline Berndes, Mandy Miles, John Becker, Simon Cole, Kirsty Pettit, Diane Barnard, Mark Allen, Alan cable, Jason Yapp, Pat Seymour

Introductions

Everyone introduced themselves. Roger reminded all that the Global Issues Forum links about 110 people by email, in over 330 mainly Bristol celebration churches.

1. MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY feedback (Helen Harrison)

Helen used a PowerPoint, which summarises the main outcomes of MPH 2005 and looks at the plans for the coming year as they stand at present

(see BCAN  website: http://www.bcan.org.uk/l1_global.html )

Forthcoming actions: Corporate Responsibility Bill, (see Tearfund, Christian Aid, WDM websites), and Campaigning in Solidarity (later in year).

Discussion followed on topics such as explaining trade liberalisation, campaigning fatigue, future of MPH coalition and trade justice as the most difficult issue to explain.

The Stop Climate Chaos coalition in Bristol will produce a pledge as a means of raising awareness and support; this, and the MPH meeting (organised by WDM) on Feb 8th will be publicised as details become available.

2. Act Justly 2 MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY conference: 

25th March, 10.30 to 3.30 (Roger Allen)

Roger talked through the details: more reminders will follow soon, plus electronic version of flyers (also see website above). Please invite as many as possible from churches, with replies to Roger Allen (rallen@christian-aid.org or 0117 950 5006 asap) to hear Bishop Mike Hill and also Daleep Mukarji, Director of Christian, plus workshops (using Uganda as a case study) on MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY and climate change, 

3. Fairtrade Fortnight (6 to 19 March 2006) (Helen Harrison)

Helen told us about Activities this year, when Bristol, as a Fairtrade city, will be a special focus. 50% of public recognise Fairtrade logo. Last year over 20 supermarkets had stands during fair-trade Fortnight, many run by churches; could this be a challenge for churches to get involved in promoting fair-trade at their local supermarket?

Do tell Helen about any fair-trade products you have in your church or contact her if interested in helping run a supermarket stand (hharrison@christian-aid.org or 0117 950 5006) See BCAN website for document re ‘Fools Guide to Supermarket stands’.

4. Open forum

Tigist Grieve and friends told us about the For-Ethiopia charity, which is capping springs to bring fresh water to rural Ethiopia
A Fishponds school for example collected water from a nearby river, and also £1,600!

See www.for-ethiopia.com (Paul will add link to BCAN GIF website)

Paul Hazelden told us about the benefits of VOSCUR (www.voscur.org ), which supports the voluntary sector: helping provide training, access funds, with free membership and newsletter.

Martin Parkes told us about SPEAK, a network of students and young adults who campaign for justice (see www.speakbristol.org.uk) A group will go to annual gathering called Soundcheck, weekend of 24th February 

Stephen Phelps (World Vision) asked people to contact him if they knew of anyone who might join WV’s Board of Trustees, with seniority in world of development (esp links with DfID), who is a keen Christian. (stevephelps@talk21.com )

Paul Ashford raised environmental issues. He told us about the John Ray Initiative, which explores biblical perspectives on the environment (see www.jri.org.uk )

And also campaigning with Stop Climate Chaos. He will be following through how best to raise awareness of theses issues with Bristol churches.

We closed with brief prayers!

